NCRBC Adult Bible Class 16
Title: How the Church is Governed (2)
Purpose: To instruct the church as to how the church is governed. 

Introduction

1.
There are two extremes concerning the church that we should guard against. 

a.
First, the church is the one that saves. No. It is Christ who saves and not the church (Acts 4:10, 12). Therefore, our trust should not be in the church to save us. Our trust must be in Christ.

b.
Second, the church is not really important. No. The church has a very important role to play in the lives of people, especially Christians. In fact, the church is mentioned over 115 times in the New Testament.

2.
What is the church? We answered that question last time by considering: 1) The Formation of the Church 2) The Biblical Usages of the Word “Church” 3) The Biblical Concept of “Church”. Now we will consider—How the Church is Governed— Or the Government of the Church.

3.
The outline of the government of the church is: 1) Jesus Christ, the head of the church, in heaven 2) Holy Spirit, Christ’s Vicar on earth 3) The Apostles who rule over the churches 4) New Testament Prophets whose teachings are regulative of the churches 5) Pastors/Teachers in local churches 6) Then helping out the Pastors/Teachers are the Deacons.

4.
We have already considered the first two. Now we will consider in detail the human agents— 1Cor 12:28 
III.
THE APOSTOLATE
A.
One of the greatest ills today that is causing so much confusion and chaos in churches is that many do not really understand the role of the apostles in the church of Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is important that we consider this subject of the apostolate with some detail.

B.
The Biblical Usages of the Word “Apostle”. 

1.
The word “apostle”  literally means a “sent one”.

2.
In Scriptures, the word is used in 4 ways.

a.
To refer to Jesus Himself. Heb. 3:1 (READ).  Jesus is called “the Apostle because He was sent by the Father—Jn 20:21…

b.
To refer to the close circle of  Jesus’ 12 apostles— Lk 6:13-16; Acts 1:26; Rev 21:14 (READ)

c.
To refer the wider circle of Jesus’ apostles, which Paul belonged—Gal 1:19; Rom 16:7; 1Cor 15:5-7; 1Thes 2:6 (READ)

d. To refer to the messengers sent by the church —2Cor 8:23; Phil 2:2 (READ). However, it is important to note that these men were not Jesus’ apostles but apostles sent by the church. Therefore, they are not apostles in the same sense as the close circle of Jesus’ 12 apostles nor of the wider circle of Jesus’ apostles. 

C.
The Indispensable Qualifications of Jesus’ Apostles

1.
Jesus’ apostle is one who has received a direct appointment by Jesus Himself.

a.
Lk  6:12-13 (READ). Christ Himself hand picked the 12 apostles.

b.
Acts 1:23-26 (READ). Peter, on the basis of the Psalms, concludes that someone had to take Judas Iscariot’s place. The use of the lot was in order to determine who the Lord has particularly chosen to replace Judas.

c.
Gal 1:1, 15-17 (READ). Paul belonged not to the close circle but to the wider circle of Jesus’ apostles. But here he stresses his qualification as an apostle because he was directly appointed by Christ to that office. 

2.
Jesus’ apostle is one who has personally seen the resurrected Savior.  

a.
This is true of the wider circle of Jesus’ apostles to which Paul belonged—1Cor 9:1-2; 1Cor 15:5-9 (READ). All of Jesus’ apostles, not just the close circle of the 12, have seen the resurrected Savior. Paul was the last one to see the resurrected Christ. And since he saw the resurrected Christ only after Christ has ascended to heaven, he refers to his being an apostle as one untimely born. This is why many questioned Paul’s apostleship. For this reason he had to continually defend his apostleship in his letters. 

b.
To the close circle of Jesus’ 12 Apostle, the qualification was even more limiting. Acts 1:16-17, 20-23 (READ). 

3.
Jesus’ apostle is one able to perform astounding signs, miracles, and wonders.

a.
The key text: 2Cor 12:11-12 (READ).

b.
The supporting texts from the Epistles: Heb 2:1-4; Rom 15:17-19; Gal 3:5 not “through you” but “among you” (READ)

c. The confirming texts from Acts. Do you know why the book of Acts is called the Acts of the Apostles? Because it records for us primarily the works of the Apostles. And with the possible exception of two cases (Stephen—Acts 6:8 and Philip—Acts 8:4-6) all the recorded miracles in the book of Acts were done by Jesus’ apostles.

Note the summarizing texts: Acts 2:43; 4:33; 5:12; 14:3-4 (READ) (Paul and Barnabas). 

Note two notable examples: Acts 5:14-16 (READ –no healing crusade which lasted only for an hour and where only a few were healed) Acts 6:5-6 (READ—5-6 hours journey—indicates not just any believer could do this miracle of healing, only an apostle could.) Acts 15:11-12 (READ—miracles were not something just anybody could do, thus the church listened to Paul and Barnabas report).

And with the possible example of just two cases (Stephen—Acts 6 and Philip– Acts 8) all the other recorded miracles in Acts, aside from those we have already considered, were done by apostles. The healing of a man who was lame from birth by the Apostles Peter and John (Acts 3:1-9). The slaying of Ananias and Sapphira through the words of the Apostle Peter (Acts 5:1f). The Apostle Peter healing of a man crippled for 8 years (Acts 9:32-35). The blinding of Elymas by the word the Apostle Paul (Acts 13:6-12). The healing of the lame man by the Apostle Paul (Acts 14:8-11). The casting out of a spirit from a slave girl by the Apostle Paul (Acts 16:6-7). The raising from the dead of Eutychus by the Apostle Paul (Acts 20:7-12). Paul’s being unaffected by the serpent’s bite (Acts 28:3-6)

Thus from the book of Acts, it would be accurate to say that during the apostolic era, we do not find wonder-working churches, but wonder-working apostles.

D.
The Role of Jesus’ Apostles

1.
They had the care of all the churches of Christ— 2Cor 11:28 (READ). 

2.
They had full authority to regulate the teaching and practice over all the churches of Christ.

a.
1Cor 16:1-2; 1Tim 2:1,9,11-12; 1Tim 3:1-2; 1Jn 1:1 cf. 1Jn 4:5-6; 3Jn 9-11; Acts 16:4 
b.
Why did they have full authority? Because what they taught was under the infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit. John 14:25-26; John 16:12-13 (READ)

c.
Thus the commands the Apostles gave to churches were the very commandments of Christ and had full authority over the churches. 2Pet 3:1-2; 1Cor 14:37-38 (READ). 

d.
It is in the light of this that we are told that the church is built upon the apostle and prophets, Christ Himself being the cornerstone. Eph 2:19-22 (READ).

E.
The Relevance of Jesus’ Apostles to us Today 

1.
There are now no more living apostles. For Paul was the last one qualified as an apostle. Thus even the modern day claims of miracles do not match up to the apostolic miracles recorded in the Scriptures.

2.
However, this does not mean that the apostolic office is no longer in function today. For although there are now no more living apostles, the apostolic office still functions through the apostolic writings universally published to us in the New Testament Scriptures. 

3. Thus brethren we are to be subject to the writings of the apostles in the New Testament. Refusal to be subject to them is refusal to be subject to Christ. Any church who will persist doing that will be cut off from Christ. Rev 3:16 (READ) And this is the problem of the church of Rome—it is an apostate church. This is the problem of many so called churches in our day.
 Conclusion
1.
It is Christ that saves and not the church. Therefore, our trust must be in Christ and not in the church. 
2.
However, this does not mean that the church is not important. Therefore, consider properly what church you belong to or should belong to, for that will play an important role in your life.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
What “churches” do you know who claim to still have “apostles”? What dangers do you see in these claims?

Do you see any difference between claims of miracles today and the apostolic miracles? What, if any?

